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WHAT’S ON

SHALFORD ROADSIDE
& CHURCH FISHING
LAKES

are affiliated to Billericay
& District Angling Club

The river Pant in Shalford

is also covered by the Club

For further details
contact:-

Fishery Officer: Derrick
Marriott, or
www.bdac.co.uk

PARENTS & TODDLERS GROUP
Run By Wethersfield Community Activities

At WETHERSFIELD VILLAGE HALL
EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY
9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

SHALFORD TENNIS
16101 BRAINTREE
(located at the Village Hall) Parkinsons
) Support Group
Membership Community
Annual Family (of 4) ) £40 Centre Bocking
Adult £24 End
Junior (U17 or full- 2_4P.M.
Time Education U20) £16 Every 4t
Casual Hire Cost Thursday In
£2 per hour/per person (£1 The Month
all players U17). To book Dance And
the court and for further Singing Therapy
information: Available
Contact: 07505 282374 Contact: Jackie
01376 342729

Tel:01371 850620 E: wethersfieldca@gmail.com %3y

COFFEE MORNING
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

EVERY SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.

Come along for a friendly chat and meet your
neighbours.
Enjoy a selection of homemade cakes and biscuits.

WALKING GROUPS

Activities — Contact 01371 850620

From SHALFORD George Pub every Wednesday at 10 a.m.
From FINCHINGFIELD Green every Friday at 10 a.m.

From WETHERSFIELD VILLAGE HALL every 2nd and 4th Saturday at 9.30
a.m. for 10 a.m. Tea & Cake available — Run By Wethersfield Community

SHALFORD PARISH
COUNCIL
MONTHLY
MEETING

EVERY THIRD
WEDNESDAY OF THE
MONTH
HELD AT SHALFORD
VILLAGE HALL
TIME: 7.30 p.m. to 9.30
p.-m.

For more information
https://shalfordessex.org.uk




WHAT’S ON

PETANQUE (BOULES)
LOCATED AT SHALFORD
VILLAGE HALL

No Need to book

SHALFORD
FOOTBALL CLUB

Located at Shalford
Village Hall
For more information visit:
https://www.shalfordessex.
org.uk
http://www.cfcshalford.co.uk

HEDGEHOPPERS
MODEL FLYING CLUB

Affiliated to the British
Model Flying Ass (BMFA)

For more information visit:
http://www.hedgehoppers.

WEA Shalford
Workers Education
Association
For more info visit:

https://www.shalfordes

sex.org.uk

org.uk http://www.wea-
essex.org.uk
SHALFORD FOSTAC
HORTICULTURAL Friends of St
SOCIETY Andrew’s Church

For more information
https://www.shalfordessex

.org.uk

JOIN OUR FRIENDLY
GROUP OF BELL
RINGERS

WE MEET EVERY
MONDAY at Wethersfield
Church, 7 p.m. &

FRIDAY at Shalford
Church, 7 p.m.

FOR MORE DETAILS
CONTACT:

ROY THREADGOLD
Tel: 01371 850481

RE-ENGAGE
(Formerly Contact the
Elderly)

Arranging monthly get
togethers over a cup of
tea for the elderly

For more details:
Contact:
Sarah Cunningham
Sarah8750@hotmail.co.uk

Or
The Charity Website:
www.reengage.org.uk
Freephone: 0800 716543

Contact:
www.fostac.co.uk
or
https://www.
shalfordessex.org.uk

SHALFORD
LOCAL
HISTORY
ASSOCIATION

SHALFORD

W

Meetings take
place on Tuesday
at 2.00 p.m. until

4,00 p.m.

For date and more
information
contact: Barbara
01371 851519

or visit https://
www.shalfordessex.
org.uk




WHAT’S ON

CRAFTS MEETING

3R WEDNESDAY OF THE
MONTH

A craft meeting is being held at
Marianna’s  house - 47
Barryfields, Shalford, CM7 SHJ

Anyone who has an interest in
any form of crafting is welcome.
Please bring anything you are
working on or just come along
for a chat and share what you
enjoy doing. Tea/coffee and
cake will be provided. For future
dates or more information please
ring 07450 251525. Look
forward to seeing you.

Marianna & Caroline

ECC - MOBILE LIBRARY 2021/2

Saturday - 18" Dec — 8™ Jan 2022
Wethersfield: 11.20 to 11.50 a.m.
Barryfields: 12.00 to 12.30 p.m.
Jaspers Green: 1.30 to 2.00 p.m.
For further information contact:
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk

SUNDAY 5™ DECEMBER
DANAHER, WETHERSFIELD
1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
TOYS & TREATS DAY!
Tombola
Santa’s Grotto
Christmas Market
Festive Refreshments

FOOD BANK COLLECTION POINTS
1 West Drive, Wethersfield - Anytime

St Andrews Church
Last Friday of the Month - 9 to 11 a.m.

INDOOR CARPET BOWLS
EVERY TUESDAY AT SHALFORD
VILLAGE HALL
FROM 7.30 p.m. to 9.15 p.m.

All ages are welcome to our
friendly club. Come along and
enjoy a game of bowls, a chat,

plus tea, coffee and biscuits

Contact: Vic 07773 707404




WHAT’S ON

WEDNESDAY, 15T DECEMBER SATURDAY, 4™ DECEMBER
SHALFORD VILLAGE HALL 4P.M. TO 8 P.M.
7.00 P.M. BLAKE HOUSE CRAFT CENTRE
We are holding a meeting to Late Night Christmas Shopping
discuss ideas for Shalford to

celebrate the DANAHER CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee AL UL

2n _ 5t June, 2022

FOR DETAILS PHONE 0300 111 4321

PRIZE DRAW
Come along and join us if you TH
would like to be part of the MONDAY 20" DECEMBER
OrgaAniSINg committee SATURDAY, 4™ DECEMBER
- WETHERSFIELD CHRISTMAS
TUESDAY, 7" DECEMBER MARKET IN THE VILLAGE HALL
WETHERSFIELD VILLAGE 5PM —7 PM
b Contact: Wethersfieldca@gmail.com
NEW SEWING GROUP Or 01371 850620
For more information contact:
patsy.stitchingandco@gmail.com Thursd ay 161" Dec 2021

Shalford Village Hall

Essex Bridleways

Association

Bendlowe’s welcomes

4

MEMBERS RIDES

4™ December 2021 Epping Forest
Christmas ride. Bury Road,
Chingford Plain. E4 7QH. Prizes
for the best seasonal Fancy Dress, NANCY MAY

mulled wine and mince pies. Soprano & Classical

th h . Crossover Artist
6™ May to 9™ May 2022. Spring nancy-may.co.uk
Weekend at Little Lodge. Norfolk.

. .. Doors Open 7.30 pm
Contact Alison Craigmile on £5 on the door
ebamemsec@yayoo.co.uk Tea/Coffee/Raffle




WHAT’S ON

Christmas Meet and Greet

FRIDAY 3'Y December 2021
11 am to 2 pm at Shalford Village Hall

To celebrate - it will be FESTIVE
So join us — all welcome

A free light festive lunch
A free glass of bubbly

Christmas carols
Free raffle

For further information contact:
Alice: Tel. 07850 264518 or 01371 851146

BENDLOWE’S — PEOPLE WORKING FOR PEOPLE

www.bendlowe.co.uk

email: info@bendlowe.co.uk

Charity Number 241285 Trustees: A E Cox S Welsh Alex Shannon




WHAT’S ON

Important
Information

Your new
service will
start on:

We are introducing a .
new Mobile Post Office F"day 3
service which will December
operate from: 202] at

Village Hall Car Park
Church End 15:00

Shalford

Opening hours

Essex Mondsy No Service
Towndsy | Mo Serwce
CM7 SEZ [Wedondey | Mo serves
Thursdsy | No Serace
[ ey | 1500 - 1600
Services " Sawrdsy | " NoSerce |
i _'n:undrr“ * Ho;clnn
Access B facilities For information in Braille, large
print or audio call 03452 66 0115,
Textphone 02457 22 33 55 o to
see a copy of our Principles of
Parking Community Engagement about

changes to the Post Office
network, visit our website
postofficeviews couk




WHAT’S ON

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER




WHAT’S ON

EARLY DECEMBER
TUESDAY, 14
DECEMBER LOOKING FORWARD TO
ANOTHER SHALFORD
HORSE & GROOM
MILE
Rob Short is hoping to run Shalford Mile again
early December and will circulate details as
soon as they are finalised.
WETHERSFIELD BIG SWITCH ON
SATURDAY, 4™ DECEMBER, 2021
WETHERSFIELD GREEN 5 P.M. TO 7 P.M.
Indoor Bowls Club Father Christmas — Brass Band — Nativity —
Members Annual Christmas Market — BBQ — Hot Drinks —
Evening Meal Best Dressed House Competition
For further information: A WCA Event for the Community
Contact: Vic 07773 Wethersfieldca@gmail.com
707404 01371 850620

MEET & GREET
FRIDAY, 7™ JANUARY, 2022
SHALFORD VILLAGE HALL

11.00 A.M. TO 2.00 P.M.

Shalford Horticultural Society

BENDLOWE’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
To be arranged in January . AG M
For more details contact:

Alice: 07850 264518 Monday 10th January 2022

At 7.00pm.

Shalferd Village Hall
SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, 29™ JANUARY 2022 All are welcome
(to be confirmed)

SHALFORD HORTICULTURAL We look forward to meeting you
SOCIETY there.
QUIZ EVENING
SHALFORD VILLAGE HALL

Doors Open 7 p.m. Start 7.30 p.m.




WHAT’S ON

. The Church of England
! in Essex and East London

Diocese of Chelmsford

Please join us and the Thaxted Morris Men
to celebrate Plough Sunday with a special service

to support all those who work with the land

SUNDAY |6 JANUARY 2022, | 1.00am
THAXTED PARISH CHURCH




FEAR — A SHORT STORY
BY: MARY BRACE

From the outside, the house looked as quiet as all the others in the street; but inside, it was
chaos.

Sarah opened the front door and tried to switch on the table lamp that was no longer there.
She preferred the subtle light of the lamp so had not replaced the bulb in the ceiling light.
Darkness prevailed.

Her brain struggled to understand why the lamp had disappeared. She stepped forward
and tripped over some books that had been on the table when she left for work in the
morning. Then there was a scuffling, shuffling sound. Sarah froze and her heart began to
pound in her chest. She reached down and picked the books up and took another step
forward. How she wished she had turned back to the office when she realised that she had
left her mobile phone on her desk. With no landline in the home she had no means of
summonsing help from her isolated cottage. The torch on the phone would have been so
helpful too. Too late now as her heart pounded so hard that she could hear the blood
rushing in her ears.

She took another step forward and felt the glass beneath her feet from the broken bulb
from the table lamp. A resounding crash came from the kitchen as a saucepan lid fell off
the wall. Sarah froze. Paralysed. Another sound came from the kitchen. She feared for her
life. If only she could turn and run out the door but her feet were like blocks of lead. Her
mind began to play out different scenarios, all with terrifying endings.

A car swept past round the bend and the headlamps scanned the front room like a
searchlight. The beam showed ornaments in broken pieces, books and magazines scattered
on the sheepskin rug. The fire tools were lying in the hearth. Pictures were hanging askew.
She glanced towards the kitchen and then she saw him; illuminated for a split second in
the car headlamps. His eyes were piercing and cold. Coldly penetrating. Staring intently.
She listened to her heartbeat. It was resounding in her ears like a drum. His silhouette was
etched in her brain. Reality dawned. She walked quickly to the back door and unlocked it
and threw it wide open and retreated to the living room shutting the door quietly behind
her. The squirrel left.
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NICHOLLS
~— BUILDING —

Outbuildings | Extensions | Renovations | Kitchens
Internal & External Carpentry

M: 07745119 183 T: 01371 851 694
E: nichollsbuilding@mail.com




FOOTBALL IN

SHALFORD

BY: VIC GOODEY

A WELL-DESERVED
AWARD

It was recently announced that CFC Shalford has won the Essex Playing Field ‘Best
Kept Football Pitch’ award and I decided to go and congratulate the team whilst taking
the opportunity to watch a cup game against Finchingfield. The score was 2-2 at the
full-time whistle but sadly for Shalford, Finchingfield won 2-3 after extra time.

Shalford has a team squad of some thirty players with an average age of 26, managed
by Jake Buckland who is the Player/Manager. The Chairman, lan Butcher has been
associated with the club since his young playing days starting in 1985. The club
secretary is Darren Pitt. In previous years the squad had as many as sixty players
competing and representing Shalford with three teams.

Ian has been involved with CFC Shalford pretty much from the start in 1985, as a
young 14-year-old. He was part of Braintree Cricket Club whose players decided they
wanted to keep fit during the winter and formed the club. Ian played until 1993 when
he moved to Southend returning in 1998 to play and becoming joint manager in 1999,
he then became chairman in 2005. The CFC in the club’s name means Cricket Football
Club. The team have played at the village hall now for 36 years, they take pride in
the pitch in which they have invested a fair amount of money over the last few years
in conjunction with the village hall management committee, resulting in the winning
of a couple of Essex Playing Field ‘Best Kept Football Pitch’ awards over the past
few years along with three runner-up awards.

CFC Shalford play in the Braintree & North Essex Sunday League Premier Division,
travelling as far as Writtle in Chelmsford with the majority of the games being played
in Braintree or Witham although there are the local derbies against Panfield Bell and
Finchingfield Rovers this season. The club also enters the Essex Premier Cup meaning
they can travel anywhere in Essex in the competition. The Division is made up of the
following teams:
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Braintree Iron; CFC Shalford; Drum Inn; Finchingfield Rovers; Halstead Town
Sunday; Nags Head Braintree; Panfield Bell and Swan Athletic.

Organising and running a team to compete is hard work and can be expensive and it
is thanks to the team Sponsors Redrow Homes (Eastern) for the past eleven years that
shirts and a website containing much information about the team and current sponsors
Avant Southeast Hire who are based in Dunmow, who purchased a new kit and warm
up tops for us, also The Orange Tree in Braintree who purchased tracksuit tops for the
squad. Ian explained that the club is always happy to talk to potential new sponsors,
especially local businesses. Success in the form of trophies has been with CFC
Shalford in the past; being three times Premier Division Champions and four-time
winners of the Premier Division Cup.

Why not take a look at the website to find out more about our local team or better yet
pop down to the playing field on a Sunday morning when they’re playing at home and
give them your support? You can find their website at www.cfcshalford.co.uk, also
on Facebook and Instagram, the club are also members of Shalford Facebook group
page. When I asked Ian if he was looking forward to the new season he replied “ we
always look forward to the football season, win, lose or draw, we just enjoy playing”.
Sadly none of the current squad live in Shalford and lan would dearly love to have
local players in the squad, however our thanks go to the players who give their time
to represent Shalford and keep the club so vibrant.

As lan observed “commitment seems to be waning in all sports nowadays which
makes it difficult to keep the club going but we always do keep going with hard work
and dedication”. When I asked Ian how new players might join he told me anybody
over the age of 16 is welcome to come along and get involved and play. I might have
taken him up on the offer but after watching the skills, stamina and athleticism of his
players; I think I’1l stick with carpet bowls and petanque! Thanks to Ian and the team
for an enjoyable game and I look forward to seeing the team go on to the successes
they deserve. Why not go along one Sunday morning to find out more and give them
a cheer.

More contact details are available on the Website
Website: cfcshalford.co.uk
Email: info@cfcshalford.co.uk
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Bringing you the
freshest possible day boat,
line caught fish & seafood!

Paul Wild 07902 834214
E-mail freshandwildfish@icloud.com

[ Paul Wild (Fresh and Wild Fish)
Fresh and Wild Fish

Every Saturday at
The George Inn, Shalford 9-3 pm

Estate and Letting Agents

Specialising in the sale
and letting of village
and country property

Great Bardfield
01371 810154

www.grayandcompany.co.uk




GRAHAM & MARY’S TALK

The Wildlife of Brazil —
the Land of the Jaguar

BY: ALICE COX

Thursday, 21 October 2021 — the doors

opened at 7.00 p.m. Shalford Village

Hall and we warmly welcomed those

coming to enjoy our talk booked with
Mary & Graham Brace - two passionate wildlife photographers and
conservationists.

I think it is safe to say that no-one was disappointed — what a
thoroughly interesting, enlightening, entertaining and thoroughly
enjoyable 2 hours. In fact, within, 12 hours of the talk finishing I
received an email asking if Graham and Mary would consider coming back again — shortly!!!

So now, I guess, you would like a little idea of the evening’s events.

Firstly, Mary introduced themselves giving a little history of their shared passion of all wild
life and holidays they had enjoyed including the subject of tonight’s talk. Graham then
introduced us to The Pantanal, the primary place of their holiday. The Pantanal is the largest

¢ wetland in the world approximately 75,000 square miles — 1.5
times the size of England. He then took us on a visual journey
with excellent slides starting from London Heathrow a 10-hour
flight to Sao Paulo, followed by a 3-hour internal flight to
Cuiaba, then a further 4 hours by road along the
Transpantaneira (the dusty old road which is 90 miles long);
finally reaching Porto Joffre the start of the wetlands and the
transfer to a flat boat.

Graham’s natural and enthralling description of the journey
and wildlife encountered; complemented by sharpe and engaging photographs ensured he held
everybody’s attention from start to finish. All too soon we were looking at the last slide.
Graham and Mary, left us hungry for more! Answering a question regarding poaching and
hunting Graham encouraged all present to google
Change.org and sign a petition against Trophy
Hunting and I do hope several of you do so as this
would be the best way of saying “thank you” to
these two very special individuals.

We then drew the raffle and served tea, coffee and
chocolate biscuits, leaving people to chat about the
evening and the slides they had enjoyed.

THANK YOU SO MUCH MARY & GRAHAM -
WHEN DID YOU SAY YOU WERE COMING BACK?
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Bespoke Driveways
To Compliment Your Home

¢ Turfing ¢ Block Paving

¢ Fencing ¢ Patio Slabs

¢ Drainage e Tarmacadam

¢ Pressure Cleaning ¢ Resin Surfacing
¢ Landscaping ¢ Brickwork

Tel: 01371 850 023
Mobile: 07838 398327
Email: info@mandbconstruction.co.uk

www.mandbconstruction.co.uk




%1”"‘? SHALFORD LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION
‘ ’ BY: VIC GOODEY

I am pleased to report that, in September 2021, we had our first meeting since the start of the
Covid19 pandemic and it was quite a lively meeting, with a good turnout.

In amongst our discussions was the revival of the May Langford Trophy. This is, usually an
annual event in which the children of the Village school are invited to compete for the May
Langford Trophy and a prize. The children are encouraged to use their imagination and present
a piece of work on a subject that is set by the members of Shalford Local History Association.
The children may use any medium they chose for example an essay or a painting, a poem or a
drawing a comic strip or sculpture - the choice is theirs and not limited to this list.

The following short biography of May Langford nee Holmes has been penned by Margaret
Sparks to whom we are grateful for the amount of work and generous contributions she has
made to our archives on behalf of Shalford.

The May Holmes story.

“The May Holmes trophy is presented to a pupil at Shalford School every year for artistic and
literary work representing the subject chosen by the Shalford Local History Association. It
gets its name from May Holmes who grew up in Shalford and loved it dearly. May’s home was
in Ironbridge Lane where she lived with her parents and six brothers. May and her friend
Beatrice Cowell walked to school daily as did most of the pupils, some walking three miles or
more then back again for lunch.

This photo taken perhaps at the turn of the nineteenth century shows the girls in their white
pinafores, everyone smartly dressed. Beatrice Cowell sits in the front row fourth from the
right. May Holmes probably is in the picture, perhaps the girl the other side of the boy with
the board.

My first contact with May was when I got
involved in interviewing Shalford residents
about thirty years ago. I asked Beatrice if
she could suggest anyone else as I seemed
to have run out of names. She told me she
had a friend, May Holmes, who used to live
in Shalford years ago but was now a
resident of Kent. She had married rather
late in life and moved to where her
husband’s work was. Beatrice was not
sure if May, now May Langford was alive
but gave me her last known address anyway so I wrote to her. Thus began a correspondence
over several years during which May paid a visit to look at the collection of photos and offer
her own reminiscences, of which there were many. Before her marriage May worked as a
domestic help and nanny, the latter for John Strachey, a government minister when he lived at
Ironbridge farm. The war artist Evic Ravilious lived there at one time too She told me that on
that fatal day when he left Ironbridge for the last time his little son followed him down the
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lane and was only consoled when his father gave him a three penny-bit. With her connections
to Shalford houses and their inhabitants May met interesting people. She recalled the hustle
and bustle getting ready for the arrival of a guest in Water Lane, finding out later that he was
Noel Coward, a well-known West End actor and song writer.

At her death May left a generous gift to the Shalford Local History Society who used it to erect
a bench (near the pétanque area) in her memory as well as promoting in May’s name a trophy
to be awarded to a Shalford school pupil for the best artistic/literary interpretation of a subject
to be chosen by SLHA. This year that subject is “How the corona virus lockdown affected us”.

Thanks again to Margaret

Talking of times gone by, which is what we do at the SLHA, a topic came up at the meeting
that intrigued us all. Water Pumps! When the village had no mains water the residents were
obliged to draw water from hand pumps distributed around the village. Some of these pumps
still exist in peoples’ gardens and if you have one we would love to come along and photograph
it. If you have any photographs from the past showing any of the pumps we would like to
copy them for the Village archive or if you can remember the location of the pumps we would
like to hear from you.

Also if you have any questions about the history of Shalford or if you wish to contribute TO
the historical records with pictures or documents, you can contact me at the following email
address: historyshalford@gmail.com

Wednesday 13th October 2021 - Alan
Oates by Mel Fray

This morning Sally, and then this afternoon Gill and I
went to visit Alan Oates and his lovely dog Titus at The
Hawthorns in Braintree to say farewell.

As many of you are aware Alan lived for many years in
Jaspers Green and was active with the Parish Council.
Refer to Article in Bendlowe's Bugle October 2020

- https://bendlowe.co.uk/wp-

: content/uploads/2021/02/Bendlowes-Bugle-Oct-
2020.pdf He is now about to move on to a new home nearer to where his son lives, so
although we will keep in touch with his family for updates, we are unlikely to see him. We
wish him and Titus well in their new home.

SHALFORD VILLAGE MAGAZINE

Shalford Village Magazine is a non-profit-making community organisation, run by local volunteers
and funded by advertising, The Parochial Church Council, Shalford Parish Council, fundraising
activities and donations. It is hosted on website www.bendlowe.co.uk by kind permission of William
Bendlowe Charity and can be downloaded from there. We are grateful to our team including all
advertisers, fund raisers, contributors, artwork, printing, distributors, Bendlowe’s, website designers
and, of course, our readers. We have issued a 2022 Calendar, All Creatures Great & Small, to help
raise funds in order to pay for the printing of the magazine and would like to say thank you to everyone
who supports the magazine by purchasing a calendar.
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CROSSWORD BY ROBERT BURROWS
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REGISTERED
PLUMBER

DPS PLUMBING
& HEATING

Reg. No. 018705

Domestic plumbing, heating and
gas work undertaken, including bathroom
installation and wall tiling

Steve
Telephone 01371 856029

Mobile 07850 942120
E-mail: steveatdpsltd@hotmail.co.uk

Peter
Telephone 01371 879103

Mobile 07850 942121
E-mail: peterjnorman@btinternet.com

Registered Office: Green Ley Mill Lane Stebbing CM6 3SL

Bell Fencing

Equestrian B Agricultural ([[) Commercial ([[] Domestic

www.bellfencing.com

enquiries@bellfencing.com | 07786 914823




NATURE NOTES

By: Mac Beanland

According to the nursery rthyme Slugs and snails and
puppy dogs’ tails that’s what little boys are made off,
insinuates that little boys are not very nice! Well, I
wouldn’t put slugs and snails in the same league as
puppy dogs’ tails, I like puppy dogs’ tails but loath slugs
and snails especially after this year which has seen my
worst ever year for slug damage in my veg garden. I can
honestly say I have never known a year like it; 50% of
my potatoes were unfit for use and those that I could use
had at least one slug hole in them. Some even had slugs
still inside the potato, most of my carrots had holes in them and even a few beetroot had been
attacked and most of courgettes had been nibbled. As much as I detest slugs, I don’t like using
slug pellets in fear of my dog and birds eating them but I do set slug traps with some success.
All God’s creatures were put on this earth for a reason so they must have a purpose, but what
is it? Well, they do provide food for a lot of birds especially thrushes and blackbirds, rooks,
and crows, ducks, slow worms earth worms and several mammals also eat slugs, it’s a sham,
wood pigeons don’t eat slugs but they are vegetarians. We have so many pigeons they would
help to control the slugs; hedgehogs eat slugs but there are not many hedgehogs about these
days. It’s very interesting watching a thrush bashing a snail against a stone to smash the snail
shell so that they can eat the contents. Slugs can and do transmit rat lung worms to human
beings so it is very important that we wash things like lettuce, even the Queen found a slug in
the lettuce on her plate recently so the little devils get everywhere. There are lots of different
types of slug and snails both on the land and in water and even in the sea, and of course there
are several types of snails which are edible and even considered a delicacy I know of one
farmer not very far away who makes a living growing edible snails for top London restaurants.

Slugs are hermaphrodite, so each individual can lay eggs-up to 300 each. Slug eggs are laid
in batches, usually 10 to 15, in moist but not waterlogged soil. Most species found in our
gardens have an annual life cycle lasting less than a year, and can lay eggs in any month
providing conditions are suitable. The different strains of slugs have different life expectancies
between 1 to 5 years. The ones that are the smallest in size are the ones which do the most
damage to our plants and are the constant pests on farms. Some slugs are cannibalistic and eat
other slugs and snails but others can co-exist. There are lots of ways to control slugs in our
gardens but the most environmentally friendly is to encourage the carnivorous predators such
as toads hedgehogs and thrushes into our gardens but that is easier said than done. Another
way is to use a slug trap which is something which has worked very well for me in the past.
To do this you need a piece of black polyethene sheet. You spread slug pellets on the ground
where slugs are active and cover them over with the polyethene sheet which you then peg
down the slugs go under the sheet where it is dark and damp and consume the slug pellets and
die under, the sheet. After a few days you can peel back the sheet, dig a hole in the ground
scrape all the dead slugs and leftover pellets into the hole and bury them that way. Birds and
other creatures can’t eat dead slugs or slug pellets and therefore don’t get poisoned.
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¢ Double Glazed Units
e Table Tops
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e Emergency Glazing
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e Emergency Boarding
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IN THE UNITED BENEFICE
of Finchingfield, Cornish Hall End, Shalford,
Wethersfield, Little And Great Bardfield

THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

......... from the Vicarage

What is at the heart of Christmas? It’s a question we might have
found ourselves pondering last year, as restrictions meant that many
of the things we would usually have done to celebrate were simply
not possible. I remember vividly spending an evening alone in church
on 23rd December, doing take after take of my sermon (not a luxury
I usually have!) as I recorded a service which I knew, for many,
would be the closest they could get to their church that Christmas.
Although I did it with a heavy heart, knowing what a serious situation
was making this necessary, there was no sense in which I minded
going through this strange experience. For at the heart of my
Christmas, last year, this year, and every year, is the desire to bring
people close to God.

After all, Christmas is about God coming close to us. The mystery
we celebrate, is that of God the Son coming to share the experience
of being human — to demonstrate God’s love through closeness to us.
For many people, coming to church, at Christmas or any other time,
is a way of responding in kind — a way of drawing close to God. Of
course, we don’t just find God in church, but churches have that
special quality of being places where the distractions and business of
everyday life can be set aside. Their whole purpose is to be places
dedicated to being with God, and so it was important last Christmas
to help people reach out, even if only virtually, to bring that sacred
space into their own homes.

It is our hope, in all the churches of our new group (which, you might
notice, has a new name, coming from the River Pant which joins the
six parishes together), that they will once again this Christmas be
places where many people can come and draw close to God, as they
hear the story of how God came to live among us. Amidst all the
frantic preparations that December inevitably brings, do take a
moment, or as many moments as you can (!), to ponder these things,
and to reflect on how the message of Christmas is, quite simply, how
much each one of us is loved.

Rev’d/Fr Alex
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THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES
SHALFORD CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
CHURCH WARDEN’S REPORT

In her Churchwarden’s Report that featured in November’s magazine,
Dawn mentioned the Quinquennial Inspection of the church which was
carried out in October. Well, the report is now in; it runs to 31 pages
(although some of that describes the building and its environs) and is
divided up into maintenance jobs and/or repairs that need to be carried
out within the next 12 months and further works that may be spread over
the following four years. We will have quite a programme ahead of us,
Covid permitting.

Thankfully, the repairs to the roof of the south aisle seem to have been
successful in keeping water out and the new LED light bulbs inside and
outside the church are illuminating bits of the interior that have been
shrouded in mystery for many a day. So, the church is dry and newly-lit
..... and warm, for the moment. However, the oil boiler is 20 years old
and at the end of its useful life! With luck it will see us through this
winter but then we will have to think of an eco-friendly replacement
heating system that won’t @) break the bank or b) increase our carbon
footprint. These are certainly challenging times but you may be sure of
a warm welcome to St Andrew’s whatever the state of the heating
system! As I write, our appeal to the village for maintenance funds has
taken place, and although we do not have a final total yet I would like to
thank all of you who responded so generously. It makes such a
difference to know that the community values the church and its presence
in Shalford.

As you probably know, the parishes of Great and Little Bardfield have
now been added to the four parishes of our existing “benefice”, which is
the name for a group of parishes under the care of one vicar. We have
already enjoyed some joint services and the 12 churchwardens of the new
benefice will be co-operating with the Revd Alex to make sure that every
church will be able to hold on to its regular pattern of worship as far as
possible, with the opportunity to combine forces for special events.

We are now in the beautiful season of Advent during which we prepare
for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. It is customary for the church to
be peaceful and contemplative in the four weeks of Advent, with no
floral decoration, so that when Christmas finally arrives, the contrasted
joy and exuberance of candles, tree and flowers is plain for all to see. 1
do hope you will be able to join our celebrations.

Dawn and I both wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas and a
peaceful, healthy and optimistic New Year!

Hilary Penney
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2021
AND JANUARY 2022

IN THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

Thursday 2 December
10am Prayer Group — Shalford
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday S December — Second Sunday of Advent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Great Bardfield
9.30am Eucharist with Hymns — Shalford

9.30am Café Church — Cornish Hall End

10.30am All Age Eucharist — Finchingfield

4pm Time to Be — Wethersfield

Thursday 9 December
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday 12 December — Third Sunday of Advent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Shalford
9.30am Eucharist with Hymns — Cornish Hall End

10.30am Sung Eucharist — Great Bardfield

11am All Age Morning Worship (Toy Service) — Wethersfield
4pm Carol Service — Blackmore End Village Hall

6pm Carol Service — Finchingfield

Thursday 16 December
10am Prayer Group — Shalford
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Saturday 18 December
10am Children’s Church — Wethersfield
3pm Christingle Service — Great Bardfield

Sunday 19 December — Fourth Sunday of Advent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Wethersfield
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford

10.30am Sung Eucharist — Great Bardfield

10.30am All Age Morning Worship — Finchingfield

4pm Carol Service — Cornish Hall End

6pm Carol Service — Wethersfield

Thursday 23 December
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2021
AND JANUARY 2022

IN THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

Friday 24 December — Christmas Eve

3pm Crib Service — Finchingfield

Spm Carols by Candlelight — Shalford

11.30pm Midnight Mass — Wethersfield & Little Bardfield

Saturday 25 December — Christmas Day
9.30am Holy Communion — Shalford & Cornish Hall End
10am Sung Eucharist — Finchingfield & Great Bardfield

Sunday 26 December — St Stephen’s Day
10.30am Benefice Eucharist — Shalford

Services in the week following Christmas:
Monday 27 December — St John the Evangelist
10am Said Eucharist — Cornish Hall End
Tuesday 28 December — Holy Innocents
10am Said Eucharist — Great Bardfield
Wednesday 29 December — St Thomas of Canterbury
10am Said Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday 2 January

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Great Bardfield
9.30am Eucharist with Hymns — Shalford

9.30am Café Church — Cornish Hall End

10.30am All Age Eucharist — Finchingfield

2.30pm Carols in the Cowshed — Boydells Farm

Thursday 6 January — The Epiphany
10am Prayer Group — Shalford
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday 9 January — The Baptism of Christ

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Shalford
9.30am Eucharist with Hymns — Cornish Hall End
10.30am Sung Eucharist — Great Bardfield

11am All Age Morning Worship — Wethersfield

Thursday 13 January
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2021
AND JANUARY 2022

IN THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

Sunday 16 January — Second Sunday after Epiphany
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Wethersfield
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford

10.30am Sung Eucharist — Great Bardfield

10.30am All Age Morning Worship — Finchingfield

4pm Words and Music for Epiphany — Cornish Hall End

Thursday 20 January
10am Prayer Group — Shalford
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday 23 January — Third Sunday after Epiphany

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Finchingfield
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford

9.30am Sung Eucharist — Little Bardfield

11am All Age Eucharist — Wethersfield

Tuesday 25 January — The Conversion of St Paul
9.30am Eucharist — Great Bardfield

Thursday 27 January
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Sunday 30 January — Candlemas

10.30am Benefice Eucharist — Wethersfield
3pm Christingle Service — Finchingfield

--000--
THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

Church of St Andrew  Shalford
St Mary Magdalene Wethersfield

St John the Baptist Finchingfield
St Mary The Virgin Gt Bardfield
St Katharine Little Bardfield

St John The Evangelist Cornish Hall End
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2021
IN THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES

Carol Services

Sunday 12 December Sunday 19 December

4pm Blackmore End 4pm St John the Evangelist,
Village Hall Cornish Hall End

6pm St John the Baptist, 6pm St Mary Magdalene,
Finchingfield Wethersfield

Christingle Service
Saturday 18 December
3pm St Mary the Virgin, Great Bardfield

Christmas Eve
3pm Crib Service, St John the Baptist, Finchingfield
S5pm Carols by Candlelight, St Andrew, Shalford
Midnight Mass
11.30pm St Katharine, Little Bardfield
11.30pm St Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield

Christmas Morning
9.30am St Andrew, Shalford
9.30am St John the Evangelist, Cornish Hall End
10am St John the Baptist, Finchingfield
10am St Mary the Virgin, Great Bardfield

Sunday 2 January
2.30pm Carols in the Cowshed
at Boydells Farm
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THE PANT VALLEY CHURCHES
SHALFORD CHURCH OF ST ANDREW

CONTACTS

Vicar

Revd Dr Alex Shannon

The Vicarage, Finchingfield
Tel: 01371 810309

Email:
rev.alex.shannon@gmail.com

Associate Minister

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls
Park House, Braintree Road,
Shalford, CM7 5SHQ

Tel: 01371 851317

Email: jnicholls@

chelmsford.anglican.org

Treasurer & Reader

Michael Chumbley

Redwing, Church End,

Shalford, CM7 5EZ

Tel: 01371 851101
Email:mike.chumbley@btinternet
.com

Churchwardens

Dawn Wilson

St Mary’s, Gosfield Road,
Blackmore End CM7 4DR
Tel: 01371 851152

Email:
blackendwilson13@gmail.com

Hilary Penney

Orchard View, The Chase,
Shalford, CM7 SHH

Tel: 01371 851762

Email: spsware@copperl2.co.uk

Safeguarding Representative
Barbara Mavis

Barnsdale, The Street,
Shalford, CM7 SHL

Tel: O1371 851519

Email:
donnbabs(@btinternet.com

Parochial Church Council
Hon Secretary

Mrs Sylvia Lester

Wades Garden, Ewen Bridge
Lane, Shalford, CM7 5JA
Tel: 01371 850211

Email:
sylvia.wades79@gmail.com

Ringing Master

Roy Threadgold
Plumley, Braintree Road,
Wethersfield

Tel: 01371 850481
Email:
roy(@bovydellsdairy.co.uk

Captain of the Bell Tower
Michael Mason

6 Cliffield, Shalford, CM7 5HP
Tel: O1371 850125
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CROSSWORD BY ROBERT BURROWS
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THE NIGHTMARE... BY GRAHAM BRACE

Water dripped and splashed all over the steering wheel, on her lap and over her new
Levi’s. Jane knew that taking a quick gulp from one of the six-pack of mineral waters she
kept on the front seat, spilling it, then hastily trying to mop it up with the one tissue left in
the box, was not going to be a good start to the day. The boys thought it all quite hilarious!

Tim had already finished the first game and was elated that he’d moved on to the next
level. Billy was on to his latest superhero’s adventure, saving the world yet again. Apart
from the normal squabbling in the back of the big Nissan, the two-mile journey was
uneventful, the traffic was a bit worse than normal, making things a little tight for time.
The small compensation was that she had more time to dry out!

Although parking was always a problem, the long straight tree-lined drive off the main
road gave her confidence and assurance. There was a certain orderliness as the seemingly
never-ending to-and-fro of the big SUVs crunched slowly along the gravel drive.

The School, itself, was set in idyllic surroundings of woodland and pasture, not ideal in
terms of security but enough ground staff around for safely. There was a little more ‘fro-
ing’ this morning, as Jane was a little late. She had managed to fit in her normal ablutions
that morning, shower, hair wash, just minimal make-up, etc., so apart from the obvious,
she looked pretty good as she off-loaded the boys down to ground level. Nearly all of her
chums had gone, but she knew where her main cronies, as James called them, would be.
The new coffee shop on the edge of town baked the most delightful Danish pastries, but
how did Emily manage to have them baked fresh every morning, Jane thought. She
couldn’t have any children, or maybe just a husband who didn’t work in the City.

Whilst the normal chaotic parking area was nearly empty, the School was coming to life
already.... teachers scurrying from their own accommodation on site, with bags, cases,
folders hastily tucked under arms, dropping-off at the staff room. Assembly first,
registration: would young Mr Brown the new maths teacher make it? Not if he paused
too long to smile at Jane. She reciprocated of course; a complementary smile always
helped to ease the day. There had been a few new teachers this term and of course she
only knew the ones pertaining to her sons’ classes.

Having just managed to avoid the daily trial of the peck-on-the-cheek, the boys
disappeared in different directions, filtering in to the ever-decreasing throng of bodies,
large and small, all with their own agendas. The final wave was always one-sided.

By the time Jane reached ‘Emily’s’, the girls had just been served their lattes. The morning
coffee get-together was fairly regular, but not every day. They were all busy, busy.....
Jane shared classes in the afternoon with one of them, whilst her closest buddy was
holding down a job with the local solicitor’s office. Unlike Jane’s two boys, hers were
almost self-reliant now. However, Jane’s main distraction was her Mother.
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Most days now, she would go straight there from dropping off the boys. Her Mother had
had one new hip, preceded by the more complicated knee replacement, and various
surgical interventions in the plumbing regions, as James irreverently referred to them. This
had left Jane with some cross to bear. Her Mother, now a widow, did seem to wallow just
a little bit too much in self-pity. Whilst not a great distance away, she was sort of cut off
from the rest of the world for those few hours and not reaching home ‘till almost
lunchtime. Today was a particular bind; she had her own chores to do, including getting a
new battery for the mobile phone, fitting in her yoga class and getting back to pick up the
boys.

The school had been trying to contact her all morning. After catching her breathe and
putting on the kettle, she finally noticed the red light flashing on the land line: four times.
She could tell the agitation in the deputy head’s voice. Normally very articulate, precise,
to the point, she explained hesitantly that Tim was not registered and certainly didn’t turn
up for the first period of maths. Was he sick? Had he gone home? She had tracked down
Brother Billy who had told her that Tim wasn’t feeling too well in the car coming to
school.... why hadn’t Jane noticed!

It had been reported to the Deputy Head that the new maths teacher had been seen taking
Tim in the general direction of the medical centre...before assembly. Apparently all Mr
Brown’s morning lessons had had to be covered by the head of the maths department. No
Mr Brown.... No Tim.

Jane quickly came to the realisation that not all nightmares begin when you go to sleep.

CONGRATULATIONS

ESSEX PLAYING FIELDS
SILVER AWARD WAS WON BY
THE CRICKET PITCH AT
SHALFORD VILLAGE HALL

WELL DONE EVERYONE
A WELL-EARNED AWARD
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Smith & Woodley Ltd
Shalford Green

All aspects of Property Maintenance

Carpentry & Building
External & Internal Painting
Roof Repairs

WALDEN

f

Services offered include: + Chimney and Flue Sweeping + Wood Burning Stoves
Open Fires + Aga/Rayburn + Bird Nest Removal + CCTV Examinations

€ 01799 599981 + m: 07956 099788 T: 01371 850016
e: paddy@waldensweeps.myzen.co.uk T 01 376 583827
M: 07773 440663

Holmes &Hills

Expert Advice

on Powers of
Attorney

Speak to Sue Carlile and get expert @
legal advice on protecting your and

your partner's interests.

Couples can save up to 40% when
making Lasting Powers of Attorney.*

01376 320456 | Bocking End, Braintree
www.holmes-hills.co.uk

Lasting Powers of



EA

GARAGE DOORS

E.A Garage Door Repairs & Installation

Supply, Install & Repair
All Types Of Garage Doors

Up & Over Garage Doors
Garage Doors with Windows
Timber Garage Doors

Roller Garage Doors
Sectional Garage Doors
Garage Door Repairs
Garage Door Operators
Weather Defenders

T: 07522 846 797

E: info@eagaragedoors.co.uk
www.eagaragedoors.co.uk




SHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Council meetings continue in person at the Village Hall every third Wednesday of the month
at 7:30pm. Please look out for the agenda which is published online and on our notice boards.
We look forward to seeing you.

Defibrillator training took place at the Village Hall at the end of
November. We are incredibly pleased to have 3 of the lifesaving
machines across the Parish and now a number of people more
confident to use them if needed. But don’t worry if you couldn’t
attend, they are designed to be able to be used without training as full
instructions are given over the phone when calling 999.

Fix It is live! As previously mentioned our new Fix It service
is up and running. Send issues with a photograph and detailed
location to fix.it@shalford-essex-pc.gov.uk. One issue per
email please and you will be able to track the progress on our
website.

Look out for the Christmas tree going up on 4" December!
Your councillors would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Warmest wishes,

Mandy, Adrian, Sam, Rob, Andrew M, Andrew H, Neil and Michelle
= ‘
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The George Inn - Pub

Open Monday
to Sunday

Live Music
On Every Month

Quiz Night Monthly

Moaners Monday promotion
W£3 apint W£3 on selected spirits and medium glass of wine
W £7 on selected main meals

Tel: 01371 850207
www.thegeorgeinnshalford.com




PROPOSAL FOR 2 MEGA PRISONS AT WETHERSFIELD MOD BASE
Extraordinary Meeting (November 3, 2021)

Following the meeting held at Shalford Village Hall on November 3 to get the views from
parishioners on the prison proposal, there was clear direction from those attending that the
Village should oppose the proposal. It was also a concern that not enough people knew about
or understood the scale of the proposals and the potential impact.

Please read the following to ensure you understand the proposal and potential impact

Huge Scale

Two mega prisons with accommodation for 3430 prisoners, constituting one of the largest
prisons in Europe, with more population than Wethersfield and Finchingfield combined.
The mega prisons are in two complexes of buildings separated by about 1000 car parking
spaces in one site stretching about 1.5 kilometres over 110 acres

Fourteen proposed X shape blocks four stories high (20m high) — the equivalent of 7
Stansted airport terminal buildings

Significant visual impact in the area as from all local villages during the day, with huge
light pollution at night from 24-hour visibility requirements, across a very wide area.

Increased Traffic

The MoJ has NOT conducted a full traffic study, which is a major concern in itself, and
has demonstrated a lack of understanding of the local infrastructure.

It fails to take account the remoteness of the site from national road network and public
transport nodes and seems to disregard the difficulties of bringing a large volume of
vehicles through several historic villages and narrow lanes with several pinch points,
blind-spots, and hazardous bends over an extended building phase and beyond.

There will be a PERMANENT increase in the volume of cars and HGVs passing through
our local area, including Shalford, Church End & Shalford Green

The only routes available for construction and ongoing prison/visitor traffic are through
Finchingfield, Wethersfield, Great Bardfield, Sible Hedingham and Shalford.

NO other prisons in the UK are located on a B-road with access through small villages
and schools.

Lengthy Construction

The Mol has not provided timelines, but prison projects on a smaller scale are taking 3 —
5 years, so this could take up to 10 years

Whilst no information is available, high volume of construction traffic including
considerable numbers of daily HGVs will be travelling on our country lanes and through
our villages for many years.
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More Housing as Well

The current base buildings would not be touched by the proposed prisons, so it can be
assumed that the MOD also remains intent on disposing of that area for housing.

What Can I Do to Help?

If you oppose this proposal, hopefully you have already made your comment by
November 8 on the MoJ consultation site

Shalford Parish Council in conjunction with ten other local Parish Councils are creating a
joint committee to oppose the mega prison proposals — please support actions and requests
that come from this committee.

Display signs and banners in opposition to the proposals at your homes (more details to
come)

Contact your Braintree District and Essex County Councillors to oppose the plans
Contact your Braintree MP James Cleverly to oppose the plans
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THE WAY WE WERE
BY: BILL ASKEW

Shalford Families - Abbot

The first appearance of the surname Abbot in the parish annals is the record of the birth of
Rycharde Abbot to parents Rycharde Abbot senior and Agnes Smith in 1586 . Unfortunately
it appears that Rycharde junior died a single man at the age of twenty in 1606. No further
mention is made of Rycharde senior, presumably he lived and died in another parish. The
surname is then lost to Shalford for nearly a century before becoming re-established with the
marriage of Francis Abbot to Susan Rice in 1703. The couple made their home in the parish
and went on to produce seven children, John, James, Susan, Ann, Elizabeth, William and Ruth
between 1704 and 1721. Sadly, William died at a month old and Ruth survived for only a few
days. Their mother, Susan died in 1723, leaving Francis with five children to raise on his own.
This growing family obviously made finding a new wife a matter of great urgency for Francis,
because he married his second wife, Susan Boreham, barely a month after he had buried his
first wife. The couple added another girl, Mary, to the family, bringing the number of children
in the home to six.

The years rolled by and in 1732 Francis’ daughter, Susan married Joseph Revell. The
newlyweds made their home in a neighbouring parish. Ann, the second daughter of Francis
married Joseph Holmes in 1739, leaving just Elizabeth on the shelf. It is likely that she
remained single and devoted her life to helping with the running of the busy household,
certainly there is no record of her being married in the parish. Son, John married a girl named
Mary in another parish but the couple made their home in Shalford and went on to have eight
children between 1730 and 1748, James, Mary, Robert, Ruth, John, Thomas, Rose and Judith.
John senior died in 1748 but there is no death record for his wife Mary. Their first born, James
had died in infancy but Mary was still left with seven children to raise on her own. It is a matter
of conjecture how the family survived this tragedy, the most likely scenario being a life of
destitution lived out in an alms-house or worse, with the younger sons being apprenticed at a
tender age. I like to believe that Mary found a suitor in her parish of origin, moved the family
there and made a good life, which would account for their disappearance from the records. In
the meantime, John’s father, Francis and stepmother Susan (nee Boreham) must have also
moved away as there is no record of their deaths but his daughter Mary is recorded as marrying
Phillip Cant of Panfield in 1750. Nothing further is known of this particular dynasty but the
surname crops up again briefly when Esther Johnson, spinster of Shalford married Richard
Abbot from another parish in 1776. As far as I know, the only other Abbots to have lived in
the parish up to the present day were Edgar and his wife Agnes who occupied the property
called Fairmead in Garrets Lane between March 1915 and May 1919. Their son Allan attended
Shalford School during this time. In the Spring of 1918, Agnes is listed at Fairmead on the
electoral roll which states she is entitled to vote “through her husband’s occupation.”

No, I haven’t forgotten about Abbots Hall, the home of Shalford’s squire for hundreds of years
and the jewel in crown of the parish, but to the best of my knowledge, no member of the
Abbotclan has ever lived there. The fact is that the nearest thing we have to a stately home
came by its title because in the dim and distant it was owned by the Abbot and Convent of St
Osyth.
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OIL LADY

SYNDICATE BUYING POWER

Heating oil for home and fuel for commercial properties in Essex and surrounding counties.
Syndictae buying saves money and we always give you our best price every time, no hastle or
need to haggle. Why not join your friends and neighbours saving money.

Syndicate membership is free and with weekly orders we have low cost heating oil when you

need it.

t.01371 238080 www.theoillady.co.uk

Croft House, Spains Hall Road, Cornish Hall End CM7 4HT  e. info@theoillady.co.uk

Tel: 01371 811308
Mob: 07951 349837
E-mail: RWheelerRoofing@ gmail.com




BEFORE AND AFTER
ScHooL CLUB
WETHERSFIELD

HOME FROM HOME
CHILDCARE

By: Deborah Brignull-Harvey

The children were very excited about Bonfire night and enthusiastic learning about Guy
Fawkes. We wanted to share some of their pictures with you. We have also been talking
about Remembrance Day and the children have shared their stories about their relatives

that fought for our country. Again we would like to share their artwork. We hope you
enjoy their creations.

UNSUNG HEROES

I have received a nomination this month for our Unsung Hero acknowledgement and thank
you for his continued hard work on behalf of the Community and especially his heroic

efforts regarding taking on the task of rectifying the acoustics in Shalford Village Hall.
His name is Andrew Hull.

ANDREW - THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO ON
BEHALF OF THE COMMUNITY. YOU ARE AN UNSUNG HERO.

Send your nominations to me, Alice, by email to: shalford_village_magazine@btinternet.com
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DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH

BY: ROY THREADGOLD

Around 50 some odd years ago, a story appeared in a
national tabloid telling of New Year’s revelers at the
Shalford George. At midnight, they spilled out of the pub to
listen to the church bells ringing in the New Year as they
used to every year, and were greeted with silence. It would
seem that the ringers had had a disagreement with the vicar
and had gone on strike!

Not perhaps the best Christmas bells story, but it does show
how we value the bells and, maybe, take them for granted.

I moved to Wethersfield in 1963, about a fortnight after vicar MacGowan. The first time I
attended a service, he pounced on me saying “You can join the choir.” After receiving a
negative reply, he returned with “Well you can learn to ring the bells”. Little did I know what
I was about to embark on. Now, 58 years on, I’m still learning.

English style bellringing is a unique folk-art form, with its origins in the early 1600s. But
despite its age, it is constantly evolving and the top ringers in the country are stretching the
limits of what a human mind is capable of. It demands hand/eye/ear co-ordination and an
intense level of concentration. It’s a long way off of the Mars advert!

And it is what it says on the box — “English”. In the whole world there are 6,145 rings of bells
suitable for our style of ringing, of which 6,005 are in the British Isles, and 5,752 in England
alone. Most of the rest are thinly distributed around the English-speaking world, whilst
mainland Europe has but three rings, and two of those are in Anglican churches.

One of the best features of bellringing is the friendliness of ringers everywhere. With the
exception of a very few “special” towers such as Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral or
Windsor Castle, a visiting ringer will be invited to join in the ringing. This is especially useful
to my “hobby” of collecting towers, often known as “tower grabbing”, and when on holiday,
Cherry and I often drop in on the local practice night. To date I’ve rung at over 750 towers.
We sometimes have ringing outings where a group of ringers visit, maybe, half a dozen towers
in a day. On these occasions it is a “relief” to see the increasing number of churches being
equipped with toilets. However, this one in Leicestershire really takes the crown, as the toilet
cubicle is built around the Tenor rope. It doesn’t take much imagination to see there could be
a slight problem or two here!

In non-COVID times, our band of ringers mans the three rings of bells in the Benefice — the
eight-bell towers at Wethersfield and Finchingfield, and the five at Shalford.

A database known affectionally by ringers as “Dove” has the following listing for Shalford:
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Shalford, Essex
S Andrew

Bells Hide Detail=

Bell | Weight MNominal | Mote Diameter Dated Founder Canons | Turning
1 4-1-17 | 1277.0 Eb 28.25" 1828 Thomas II Mears Y
2 4-2-26 1139.0 Db 20.50" 1690 Charles Newman ¥
3 6-1-15 | 1075.0 C 32.38" 16017 Richard Bowler h i
4 8-0-16 956.0 Bb 34.63" 16017 Richard Bowler Y
5 9-3-27 | 852.0 | Ab 38.25" 1887 John Warner & Sons D
Unused 10.00" {unidentified) A

So, bells 3 and four will reach their quatercentenary next year. This would normally be a good
opportunity to celebrate the birthday with special ringing, but in these times, who knows if that
will be possible? Their founder, Richard Bowler was based at Colchester. Charles Newman,
who cast the second bell, was a bit of a wanderer, but it seems likely that this bell was cast at
Bury St. Edmunds. The Treble, number 1, came from the only recently closed Whitechapel
Bell foundry, while the Tenor bell was cast by Warners of Cripplegate, who also cast
Colchester Town Hall clock bells. The small bell labelled

“unused”, and now sitting in the ringing chamber, was

originally at the former “Tin Chapel” at Jasper’s Green.

Bell weights are still always expressed in cwt/qtr/lb, so the
total weight of Shalford’s ring is a little over 33 cwt. - real
“Heavy Metal”.

This is the Tenor bell, strapped to its wooden headstock. The
blue stick bolted to the right side of the headstock is the stay,
whilst the wheel is on the left, the whole being rotated
through 360 degrees by the bell rope.

The first thing a new ringer has to learn is how to keep this
mass of swinging bronze under safe control. It’s a bit like
riding a high-power motorbike; you have to keep full
control to avoid disaster. Fortunately, the learning process
is in easy steps, so reducing the likelihood of accidents to near zero.

The stay is one feature that can be a problem; the new ringer has to learn to swing the bell
higher and higher until it is mouth up. At this point, one can GENTLY rest the bell on its stay.
The problem is the “gently” bit, for the stay is made of ash and is designed to snap if hit too
hard, in order to prevent expensive damage to the bell or its fittings. If this should happen
(mercifully not too common an occurrence) the rope is wound up onto the wheel at high speed
and the wise ringer will let go. I well remember being asked to stand beside a teenage learner
at Great Bardfield. He wasn’t managing to swing his bell quite high enough to keep in time
with the rest so I asked him to pull a little harder. He took this to heart and with great gusto
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gave the rope an almighty heave. Snap went the stay and the lad held on grimly. As his feet
passed my face, it seems he had second thoughts about going into orbit and released the rope.
I caught him as he fell. It was a lesson for us both, and I do try to use words a little more
carefully now.

A ringer has to keep his/her rope under strict control, but just occasionally, as a rope ages, it
may break. The break usually occurs right at the top where the rope enters the wheel, and this
means that 40ft of rope falls around the ringer’s feet or even round their neck! This is quite
harmless, but the look of terror the first time this happens to anyone is quite amazing, their
first thought being that the rope will be wound upwards again and them with it.

The ”music” of the bells is the bit that takes most of the ringer’s brain power. It is highly
mathematical and is based around producing different permutations. Five bells, as at Shalford,
can be arranged in 120 different orders (changes) which take about four minutes to ring. But
there are hundreds of different ways, known as Methods, of arranging those changes, some
fairly easy, others fiendishly difficult.

On eight bells, the total of possible changes is 40,320 which would take around 24 hours of
non-stop ringing. Amazingly, this has been achieved, but on the very light bells at
Loughborough Bell Foundry, and it took about 18 hours non-stop. Best not to ask how the
physical problems were overcome!

One thing is certain and that is that we are always looking for a new batch of ringers aged 10
to 90? How about putting your name forward?

MEET & GREET BY ALICE COX

FRIDAY, 5™ NOVEMBER 2021

The Bendlowe’s team were absolutely thrilled to see so many people share their time
with us last Meet and Greet. We are so grateful to everyone who came along and
made all our efforts worthwhile.

Sue brought along a CD which was recorded by Reggie Nelson.
Reggie was one of our first Meet & Greeters and regarded as a
treasure by all of us. He passed away 23/11/2019 and it was an
honour to share the moment with Sue and toast his memory.
Rest in peace Reggie, we are still celebrating your life.

We hope to see you all at our next Meet & Greet which is on Friday, 3" December
2021 and will be FESTIVE — music, and even more food — so come along hungry!

Take care everyone and stay safe.

50



Mercer & Hughes m
Independent Veterinary Surgery

Saffron Walden Veterinary Hospital | 01799 522082
Stansted Mountfitchet | 01279 813780
Great Dunmow | 01371 872836

Bocking Braintree
175-179 Church Lane

Bocking Braintree
Essex CM7 55G
01376 743893

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk




THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

BY: TRICIA MOXEY, TRUSTEE

As 2021 enters its final month, we anticipate seasonal celebrations to brighten the
shortest days of the year. The ancient tradition of decking our houses with garlands of
fresh green holly branches reminds us of the continuity of life, bringing us cheer when
the days are short.

On reaching the age of 20, female holly trees bear red berries on branches covered
with prickly shiny green leaves which can be cut to make decorative wreaths. Such
wreaths featured in midwinter Celtic and Roman celebrations as symbols of good
fortune, a tradition that continues thanks to the intervention of a local man, William
Winstanley (1628 — 1698).

During the Commonwealth which lasted from 1649 to 1660, the Puritans under Oliver
Cromwell proclaimed that it was illegal to celebrate Christmas, banning frivolities and
feasting on mince pies. Winstanley, who lived in Quendon, believed in celebrating
Christmas as a time for sharing joy, fun and good fortune with others. After restoration
of the monarchy in 1660, using his influence as a writer, he encouraged a return to the
seasonal merrymaking which we still enjoy today.

Holly trees were frequently planted near houses to ward off a lightning strike;
interestingly scientific research has revealed its spiky leaves can act as miniature
lightning conductors! Holly also grows in hedges or as a shrub in woods where its
berries provide nourishment for blackbirds, thrushes and wood mice. Its dense
branches provide secure nesting sites. Deer and rabbits will eat its nutritious leaves.

Today, many homeowners plant variegated forms of holly to provide interest in their
gardens and they can select a mixture of foliage to make seasonal decorations.

Yew is another evergreen with red coloured fruits (loved by birds and squirrels), but
as its leaves are poisonous it is less suitable for indoor decorations.
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Why Not Have Your

Fridge Freezer Oven
Dishwasher Cooker
Washing Machine Hob
Microwave Extractor

Cleaned by us!

Fridge/Freezer Small ... £28 900 Range (1 Door) .. £50

F/F 5°-6’ Chest £40 i Large Extractor £20

F/F Full Height £50 Full Range

American F/F Large Ceramic

Dishwasher 5-8 Burner Hob
Microwave Oven

Repair Discount
Clean & Repair labour charge only £36

(Repairs only £60 plus parts)
Oven spares available.

Call: 01376 337 442

www.washntumble.com




CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

BY: TREVOR BEAL

Prior to the Congregational Church coming into being, a group of non-conformists used to

hold services in a barn in Garretts Lane, after a while, this barn was not going to be available

and so it was John Stock Legerton of Littles Farm who was approached and he built the new

church at his own expense in 1854. It was planned to build the Church about the size of two
cottages so that in the
event of the venture not
being successful, it could
be turned into two
dwellings. It was on 3™
December 1854 that the
first service was held and
from the start, the
Church was a big
success, a few years
later, in 1862, it was
lengthened and a gallery
built to accommodate the
large attendances. The
Church was admitted
into the Congregational
Union in 1882.

Having been licenced for
weddings, the  first
marriage to take place
was on 5" March 1912
between Edith Williams
of Hubbards Farm and
Stanley = Wallace  of
Wethersfield, see
newspaper report left.

Left - Cutting taken
from the Essex
Chronicle dated 8™
March 1912
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Postcard of the Congregational Church when
it was thatched

Moving on a few years to 1954, a lot of work had been carried out to both the interior and
exterior of the building, including new thatch, in readiness for the long-awaited centenary of
the Church, unfortunately it was during the latter stages of the interior decorating that some
old wallpaper was being burned in the grate and this sadly set fire to the chimney and the
thatch, destroying the roof completely, see photo below, luckily most of the things inside the
Church were able to be saved.

Following this disastrous fire, the Church had to be
demolished but miraculously was completely rebuilt
within a year and was dedicated and re-opened for
worship on 7" December 1954.

Mrs J.A. Holford and Cyril Smith at the
commemorative stone laying during the
rebuilding.
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Photo of the Church in November 1954 just
prior to re-opening

Photo of the interior taken in October 1955

Following the death of Pastor Roy Cavinder and along with a dwindling congregation, sadly
it was decided to close the Church in 2018.

Following this, in 2020, the Church was put on the market as a commercial property, with
potential for a residential conversion, for a price of £200,000. It has currently been sold subject
to contract.

Can any of vou help me please?

I have been trying to track down the baptism and marriage registers for the Congregational
Church for many years without any luck at all. Following the closure in 2018, I contacted the
Congregation Federation but they could not find any trace of them when they cleared the
Church. Following that, I also contacted the Essex Record Office at Chelmsford but they knew
nothing about them. I am sure that they have not been destroyed and feel that they may be
tucked away in someone’s home locally. It would be marvellous to be able to find them as
many of our family were baptised there (including myself, my mother and grandmother) and
were also married there (my parents and my grandparents). Contact: Trevor Beal (Email:
trevorbeal@googlemail.com)
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Braintree Area Foodbank
E:info@braintreearea.foodbank.
org.uk

Tel: 01376 330694
www.braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk

Carpet Bowls
Vic Goodey
Tel: 07773 707404

Community 360

Jo Bryant

Tel: 01206 505250

E: jobryant@community360.org.uk

Community Dog Warden
www.braintree.gov.uk/info/

200251/ animals_and pests/377/dogs
Tel: 01376 552525

Creamer Fund
Sarah McCarthy
Tel 07906 169085

Danaher Animal Home
E: reception@
danaheranimalhome.org.uk
Tel: 0300 111 4321

Essex Lottery
www.essexlottery.co.uk

Fishery Officer Shalford Lakes
Derrick Marriott
Tel: 07463 219567

FOSTAC

Sue Morton

Tel: 01371 850626

E: suebeazleyend@gmail.com
W: www.fostac.co.uk

Freshwell Health Centre
Tel: 01371 810328

Horticultural Society
Heather Smith

Tel: 07821 494464

E: iamblackbelt@hotmail.com

Local History Association
Barbara Mavis
Tel: 01371 851519

Mobile Library
W: www.libraries.essex.gov.uk/
mobile-library-service

Reporting Dead Animals
Highways England

0300 123 5000

Dead Badgers 07751 572175

Shalford Website

Shalford Parish Clerk
Michele Baker

E: Shalford.pc@outlook.com

Shalford Primary School

Jen Penney

Tel: 01371 850336

E: admin@shalford.essex.sch.uk

Shalford Village Magazine
Alice Cox

Tel: 07850 264518

E: shalford village magazine@
btinternet.com

Stambourne Chapel

Jill Holmes

Tel: 07883 423528

E: holmesjill30@gmail.com
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Shalford Village Store

Your Local Convenience Store

For all your essentials...

We stock a wide range of fresh &
chilled food, including local produce.

Daily newspapers available in store
or delivered to your home

Cash machine &
PayPoint service in store

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday 7.00am til 7.30pm
Sunday - 8.00am til 6.00pm

Telephone: 01371 850944




CROSSWORD 51
SOLUTION BY
ROBERT BURROWS

CROSSWORD 52
SOLUTION BY
ROBERT BURROWS
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Just to remind you that there will not be
a magazine in January 2022
so we would like to take this opportunity
of wishing you

A Very Happy
and
Prosperous New Year.

To reserve your copy
Please contact: Alice Gox

Tel: 07850 264518
E: shalford_village_magazine@htinternet.com






